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Why did we do this?  
Open data has the potential to power tools that provide solutions to real problems. Although the UK is the world leader in releasing open data, its use in informing real world solutions has been limited and fragmented, with innovative startups lacking support and data expertise to scale to a sustainable business level.
Combining the technical expertise and network of the Open Data Institute and the challenge prize methodology and charitable aims of Nesta, this series aimed to galvanise a new community to use open data as the key ingredient in helping solve social challenges. The challenges helped SMEs and startups to work with data providers, industry experts and business leaders to develop new ways to reuse available data in ways which create sustainable business opportunities.
What did we do?  
We ran a series of seven challenge prizes to support the development of innovative solutions to social challenges using open data. For each challenge, projects competed for a potential £40,000 grand prize. Winning projects were those with the best solution combining open data expertise with a credible plan and market. The Open Data Challenge Prize Series was funded by the Technology Strategy Board and the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills.
Who won the challenges?
Jobs Open Data Challenge: Performance in Context (PiC)
Heritage + Culture Open Data Challenge: Culture Everywhere
Food Open Data Challenge: FoodTrade
Housing Open Data Challenge: MoveMaker
Education Open Data Challenge: Skills Route
Energy and Environment Open Data Challenge: Community Energy Manager
Crime and Justice Open Data Challenge: Check That Bike


    



                                        
 

                                    
 

                                
 

                            
 

                        
 

                        
                            


    
        
            
                Team

            

        
        
            
                
                    

                        
                            
                        

                        

                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                            

                            Ed Parkes


                        

                        
                            
                                Ed Parkes

                                Senior Programme Manager

                                
                                Ed worked in the Innovation Lab in Nesta, as the Senior Programme Manager for the Open Data Challenge Series, which was run in partnership with the Open Data Institute.

                                
                                    View profile
                                
                            

                        

                        

                    
                
            

        

    


 

                        

                        

                        





                    


                
 



            
 

        
 

        



        

            

                
                
                    
                    

                

            


        
 

    
 

    


                        

                    

                


             

            
                

                    
                        

                            

                                
                                    	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            


                                


                                
                                    
                                        



    


    Press




    


    Jobs




    


    Privacy




    


    Terms of use




    


    Accessibility




    


    Contact us





                                    

                                
 

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    
                                


                            


                            
                                © 2024 Nesta

                                Nesta is a registered charity in England and Wales 1144091 and Scotland SC042833. Our main address is 58 Victoria Embankment, London, EC4Y 0DS. You can reach us by phone on 020 7438 2500 or drop us a line at [email protected].
                            

                            
                                All our work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License, unless it says otherwise. We hope you find it useful.
                            


                        

                    


                    
                        
                            
                                Back to top
                            

                            
                                
                            
                        
                    


                    
                        


    
    
    
        
            
                
            
        
        
            About Nesta

        

        
            Nesta is an innovation foundation. For us, innovation means turning bold ideas into reality and changing
lives for the better. We use our expertise, skills and funding in areas where there are big challenges facing society.
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